
Agenda Item 18.b 
 

Nominees for Vice-President of the Covenant Ministerium 
 
 
Rev. John Fanous 
 

John Fanous serves as the lead pastor of University 
Covenant Church in Davis, California. He is the son of 
Egyptian parents and was raised in Southern 
California.  He previously served as an associate pastor at 
First Covenant Church in Oakland, CA, and church 
planter of Edgewater Covenant in Pittsburg, CA. Before 
this, John served on staff and as a team leader with 
InterVarsity Christian Fellowship in the Bay Area for nine 
years. He is married to Beckie and has two sons, 17 and 
15 years old, and a daughter, who is 7 years old. 
 
John has coached pastors in the Pacific Southwest 
Conference in preaching, church planting, and developing 
healthy teams. He holds a Bachelor's degree in Sociology 
from the University of California at Berkeley and a 
Master's degree in Global Leadership from Fuller 
Seminary. 

 
Rev. TJ Smith 

 
TJ Smith is a husband, father and pastor in 
Anchorage, Alaska. He has served in the 
Covenant by working with Covenant 
Youth of Alaska, New Song Covenant 
Church, Treasurer of the Alaska 
Ministerium, President of Indigenous 
Ministers Association, and serves on the 
Board of Ordered Ministry. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



 
Agenda Item 18.c 

 
Nominees for Treasurer of the Covenant Ministerium 
 
Rev. Fil Nesta 

Fil Nesta serves as a co-lead pastor at Stockton 
Covenant Church and Director of Latino 
Ministries in the Pacific Southwest 
Conference.  He is a graduate of Cal Berkeley and 
Fuller Theological Seminary in Pasadena. He is 
ordained with the Evangelical Covenant Church 
and has served in various pastoral and church 
planting capacities for 20+ years. Prior to going 
into full time ministry Fil was in management for 
over 10 years. He also served as the business 
manager for a Multicampus church in Northern 
California.  

 
Fil believes that the Holy Spirit will continue to help and empower believers to boldly witness 
and reach more people for Christ.  He is grateful for God’s faithfulness and desires to serve God 
faithfully.  Life verse: “But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you 
will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” 
Acts 1:8. 
 
Fil was born in Zacatecas, Mexico and came to the US when he was one-year old. As a 20-year-
old university student, he decided to follow Jesus. He has never looked back. Fil has been 
married to Juana for over 25 years. They have three beautiful daughters: Noemi, Hannah and 
Victoriah. Fil enjoys traveling and exploring places with rich culture and history.  
 
Rev. Sandy Norris 
 

After an initial career in accounting, Sandy 
became the first graduate in North Park’s dual 
degree program (MATS, MBA) in 1995. Since 
then she has served in what was then the 
Department of Church Growth and Evangelism 
(now Start and Strengthen Churches), as East 
Coast Conference Associate Superintendent, 
Pastor of Administration and Roseville 
Covenant (Roseville, MN) and Pastor of 
Operations at Sanctuary Covenant (Minneapolis, 
MN). For the last 15 years the majority of her 
vocational time has been spent running Counting 

House -- doing accounting for churches and ministries. Sandy's along with her team currently 
serve about 70 churches/conferences/camps and 10 Serve Globally regions. Sandy and 
her husband, Jeff, live near St Paul, MN, and our young adult daughter, Mayme, is close by. 


